Jan. 3 Jan. 10 Typhus The prevalence of Scarlet Fever still remains above the average, although the total number of cases for the five weeks ended 31st January, 571, is less by 38 for the corresponding period a year ago. The mortality from the disease is very low ; there was no death in January. Cases of Diphtheria are less numerous than in January, 1947 ; the average weekly number of notifications is almost the same as for the preceding month.
The diagnoses in many cases, however, have been altered, mostly to tonsillitis. There was only one death against four a year ago.
The incidence to diseases of the nervous system has reached a low level, although there are a few deaths resulting from the prevalence during the latter part of last year.
The number of cases of Pneumonia reported remain low, the total for the five weeks being 670 against 886 in 1947, while the corresponding figures for influenzal types of the disease were 9 and 27. The mortality has also been more favourable, the total deaths from these diseases being 87 compared with 136. The average birth rate for the month, 21-8, is considerably below the figure for last January, namely 27-1. The death rate is also lower, 14-8 against 17-5, partly due to the lower infant mortality, for there were only 140 deaths under one year of age against 192 in 1947. 
